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to hand back New France and keep Guadeloupe whose
rich sugar plantations were highly valued. Versailles
was counting on that, and on the recent victories in
Germany, to void the Capitulations of Quebec and
Montreal, as some of the most important Chambers
of Commerce in the kingdom still desired to do.

During this time what had become of the 65,000
Canadiens whose calls for help France had not heard?
After the fall of Quebec many who had fought grimly
to the end returned to their homes. Others had taken
part in the victory at Ste. Foye under the command
of Levis who had succeeded Montcalm, then had re-
treated with him to Montreal where the final surrender
killed their last hope. For all of them the war was now
over. They had their dead to mourn, their ruined
homes to rebuild. Here and there a church destroyed,
a farm house burned to the ground, bore witness to the
thoroughness with which the "red-coats" had put
down the last resistance. The material ruin was not
great, even when undertaken with no reason other than
to inspire terror and provoke submission, as Wolfe had
ordered done in the neighbourhood of the capital. But
famine threatened and if it were to be avoided work in
the fields must be resumed quickly. Could financial
bankruptcy be avoided as easily? Already it was
rumoured that France would not be able to honour the
bills of exchange held by the Canadiens, the total of
which exceeded two million louis. That was not the
most serious aspect of the situation in which the
Canadiens found themselves. There would be plenty
of speculators to buy up the bills very cheaply and
poverty was not the same thing as ruin. Moreover, at
Montreal, as at Quebec, the conqueror had formally